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Nis'a captured the Duke's daughter in the course of
one of his raids on Acquitaine, fell in love with her
and married her. In any case, this marriage cemented
the bonds of alliance between the Duke and the
Muslim chief. In order to conceal his project Ibn
Abi Nis'a gave this alliance the form of an armistice
between him and the Franks. But Abdul Rahman
doubted the intentions of the rebel and refused to
acknowledge the armistice and sent to the north an
army commanded by Ibn Zayan to ascertain the truth
and ensure the safety of the northern provinces. Ibn
Abi Nis'a fled from his residence in the city of Al-
Bab6 situated in the Pyrenees, to the internal mountain
defiles. Ibn Zayan chased him from rock to rock till
he was captured and killed in defending himself. His
wife Lampigia was taken prisoner and sent to the
Court of Damascus where she was married to a
Muslim prince.7 When Eudo saw the fate of his ally
and realized the impending danger, he prepared to
defend his kingdom. The Franks and the Goths of
the northern provinces now began to move in order to
attack the Muslim posts. Abdul Rahman was burning
with the desire to avenge the murder of Al-Samh and
the defeat of the Muslims under the walls of Toulouse,
and was making preparations from the beginning of
his governorship to sweep over all the kingdom of the
Franks. When he saw that danger was threatening
the northern provinces, he considered it necessary to
march to the north before completing his preparations.
He was, however, able to mobilize the greatest army
the Muslims could send to Gaul since the conquest.
Early in 732 A.D. (beginning of 114 A;H.) Abdul
Rahman marched to the North, traversing Aragon
(Al-Thaghr al-Aala) and Navarre (country of the
Bashcons) and entered France in the spring of 732
A.D. He marched at once to Aries, on the Rhone,
which had not paid tribute and occupied it after a
fierce battle on the banks of the river with the forces